SEPS Curriculum Meeting Minutes

Venue: Camp Room 121 Student Center
Date:  January 11, 2016
Time: 12:30 p.m.

Present:
Carol Ciotto - PEHP
Sally Drew – SPED 
Mary-Pat Bigley – Dean’s Rep 
Mark Jackson – Biology
Linda Valerie _Literacy 
Maria Mongillo– Ed Leadership
Sheldon Watson– Ed Leadership
Wangari Gichiru – Ed Leadership
Tatiana Melendez 


· Carol welcomed everyone and moved to approve the previous meeting’s minutes. 
· Lynda moved to approve.  And Sheldon seconded.
· 
Minute 1:  MS in Educational Leadership
· Sheldon led us through some minor changes in terms of course names which he outlined as follows:

ED 598 Research and Data for school improvement: 
· Change of title and course description associated with the elimination of EDTE 598 to leave only ED 598 
· The course description has been changed to reflect the synergy of these two introductory level masters research courses.

EDL 523: Collaboration coaching and Instructional leadership
· Slight name change in conjunction with the new course proposals of EDL 531 which focuses more on teacher collaboration and designing professional development.
· This is because they are trying to nudge the masters program more in the direction of Teacher Leadership as opposed to the administrative program which I being covered in …
· Taking the collaborative piece from EDL 523 will make EDL 523 more focused on coaching and instructional leadership through supervision and EDEL 531 will be more about professional learning communities and professional development specifically
· Wangari moved to approve the minor changes for this courses Lynda seconded motion

Minute 2: Educational Leadership Six-year certificate and educational administration - 
EDL 615 and EDL 616 Understanding external environments of school leadership I and II respectively
· This is a two course core sequence which have traditionally been linked in the program with 615 offered in the Fall and 616 in the Spring, with students working with the same professor for the two courses
· The department came to a conclusion that the two courses did not need to be linked though the content will remain the same.
· Thus they are proposing to change the numbers to: 
· EDL 615 will be changed to EDL 620 and will focus on policy and community engagement and relations
· EDL 616 will be changed to EDL 630 focused on Law and Ethics 
· Since they are no longer sequenced, for the spring they propose to offer either of them in the spring and either of them in the summer which would meet the flexibility of their students. 
· Carol moved the motion to accept the changes of 615 and 616 which include title changes, course descriptions and course numbers 
· The motion was then amended to include updating Minor changes updating the Sixth year certificate program as well 
· Wangari moved and Lynda seconded.


Minute 3: Minor changes updating the Sixth year certificate to revise the course numbers in Mathematics submitted by Anton 
· Anton was not present.
· Mark said that technically last year, the by laws were changed for the numbers and titles because with the new system, the numbers automatically change, thus making them minor changes if they are only reflecting changes in in titles and numbers of courses.
· Mark suggested that the committee NOT consider it at the moment and he would bring it up to the full committee since they would consider it as just a minor change. Thus, it was not necessary for the SEPS committee to review it


Minute 4: Research on data and school improvement – Education Leadership 
· ED 598 needs adjustment to title and course description 
· EDSC 505 and EDSC 556 - Minor changes, simply an adjustment n their titles and course description. These are the changes reflected in the Education studies degree: Policy and Secondary Education Strands which is item 7 on the agenda
· Carol requested a Motion to approve items 16 and 17 on agenda which are minor adjustments to course titles and descriptions
· Lynda moved, Sally second the motion

Minute 5: Technology in Education (K-12) Degree 
· No one was present from Technology in Education

Minute 6: Reading Elementary and Language Arts
· Linda Valerie led us through the changes required in items 20 and 21 of the agenda for 
two new courses, LLA 506 Decoding and Spelling Instruction and LLA 504 Literacy Instruction for English Learners
· Linda said that these two new courses were necessary based on changes in licensure or certification in CT and …. reporting that they do for the International Literacy Association. After reviewing their program, they decided that they needed courses that were specific in these two areas: a) decoding and spelling and b) Literacy instructions for diverse learners. 
· These two courses have to do with the revisions of their Literacy, Elementary and Early childhood education Arts Masters program
· The Chair requested a motion to approve changes made in the two courses
· Sheldon moved, and Wangari seconded

Minute 7: Master Arts in Teaching program – Major changes to the Program
· Sally Drew distributed a rational for the program that they sent to Chairs, program coordinators and MAT faculty across the campus to the members of the committee.
· This rational gives an overview for the changes.
· Sally mentioned that the major changes to the program was to add K-12 Special Education as a certification area in the MAT program 
· She said that the MAT program is a 13-month Master of Arts Teaching program that prepares candidates in shortage areas primarily. For example, Special education is a shortage area. Historically, they have prepared candidates for special education and secondary education. She said they noticed form the field and learning from new legislation that new efforts on Evidence based practices is that it makes a lot of sense to prepare candidates together with special education and secondary education so that our secondary educators are better prepared to meet the needs of struggling learners and the special educators are equipped to deal with content in middle and high schools
· She continued to say that they were able to make minor curriculum changes to the majority of the program.
· So what we see are the inclusion of 2 new courses for the secondary education tracks and then 4 new courses for the special education track
· In addition, what we also see in the program description are minor changes to existing certification areas which are Math, English, The Sciences which include Biology, Earth Science, Physics, Chemistry.
· They are also changing the existing Spanish Certification to a certification in a variety of Languages as we have candidates that are interested. This will broaden the pool to include modern languages such as French, German, Chinese and Portuguese
· They are also adding History and social Studies as a certification area. While History and social studies is not a shortage area, we are really excited because were going to be recruiting minority MAT candidates in this area. And with the new state standards and frameworks for social studies we are excited to be preparing beginning teachers who are really strong in the new frameworks so they will be leaders in the state and beyond.
· She then went through each course which is outlined as follows:
· MAT 510 Research on Teaching Diverse Learners has been changed to take up a field experience
· MAT 515 Advanced Assessment in Special Education. This is a new course that special educators need for certification
· MAT 516 Special Education Literacy Methods and Evidence Based Practices and 517 Special Education Content Methods and Evidence Based Practices. These are new courses which have their methods specified as literacy methods and content methods accordingly. Those two will be the specialization.
· MAT 518 – Meeting the needs of ELLs in the Classroom. This is a new course. They have been in conversation with the English department and TESOL faculty. They are changing MAT 518, based on faculty request to cross link designators
· MAT 519 High Leverage Content in the Discipline. This course was designed to deal with additional content for teachers. They will have students come in with content expertise who need to have a transition to learn what it means to teach secondary schools.
· MAT 529 Content Pedagogy I in Certification Area English, Mathematics, Science, Spanish, Special Education Technology. This requires a minor change in course description to add additional modern languages, history social and studies to the course description 
· MAT 530 Meeting the Needs of Special Education Learners in the Classroom – Changed the number of credits by taking ONE credit away. That one credit was helpful in the creation of the class for English Language Learners
· MAT 531 Literacy and Language Issues in the Classroom – Change of course description to add in the focus on disciplinary literacy versus content area literacy
· *** Lynda Valerie mentioned that The department of literacy would like MAT 531 cross listed but also want it clear that it will always be taught by an assigned faculty by the literacy department. It was not clear however; on whose budget the course would be on.***
· MAT 532 Research I in Reading and Designing Educational Research and MAT 550 Research II – This is an action research course. They would like to change the focus to include the special education candidates and changing that to teacher research because there will be more intervention type research. It is the capstone and includes MAT 532 and MAT 550
· MAT 533 Field Experience in the Certification area English and Mathematics Science and Spanish Special Education Technology – The title and description changes to include History, World Languages and Special Education. The special education candidates will be in the field on a slightly different schedule so the course description reflects that as well.
· MAT 534 Creating Productive Learning Environments – Changed to include Tiered approaches to classroom management and productive learning environments so that really supports the needs of all learners in all tiers
· MAT 539 Content Pedagogy in Certification Area II – Changing course description to include History, Additional world languages and Special Education
· MAT 540 Internship in the Certification Area English Mathematics Science, Spanish and Special Education or Technology – Changing course description to include History, Additional world languages and Special Education
· MAT 541 Internship Seminar - Changing course description to include History, Additional world languages and Special Education
· MAT 566 Special Education Case Management - New course that is required for special education certification
· Sally asked as to note that all the designators of MAT were there to reflect the inclusion of those certifications in the program thus making it an inclusive program
· Sally also said that RDG 508 was also part of the MAT program
· In general, the program is adding two credits from 47 to 49

· Carol suggested that the committee move this as a whole package with minor changes and new course additions for the MAT program.  
· Sheldon moved and Wangari seconded
· Mark summarized that what was done was to change the program to reflect Special Education, addition of world languages, and History. 
· Sally added that they were also trying to reflect best practice in the field in those changes.


Minute 7: Elementary, Reading and Literacy
· Lynda Valerie guided us through the program and Masters revision changes which was 30 credits and a certification for 102. Students had to take an additional four courses in order to qualify for certification in in the State of Connecticut. 
· Lynda said that their rational for doing this was that they have wrapped all that into their Masters so students will be able to be certified in both of them with anticipation that they are going to be getting full certifications in the state of Connecticut
· This adding the credits from 30 to 36
· Before 97, students had to get 39 credits. But now they have adjusted things within their courses so students now only need to take 36 credits to get the second certification
· In each of the two new courses mentioned, all the others ones they are just minor changes that they looked at
· They also looked at the new reading specialist test that is required to make sure that they had covered all of the bases required so as to properly prepare the students
· Linda said in summary that in each of the courses there was very little change in them
· Carol moved a motion to approve the minor changes and also the new courses that had been added to the reading program 
· Sally moved and Sheldon seconded

Minute 8: Special Education and Interventions
· Sally said that the Special Ed. Department was taking an existing track of their masters and making it a specialization in inclusion and transition. This broadens the inclusion to people working in the field with any persons with disabilities as well. The program rationale changed to reflect that new population of any candidate with an earned bachelor’s degree and a related area of study, psychology, sociology, social work, human services, disability services, etc. All disciplines would now be admitted rather than just teachers. 
· Sally went through the supporting document to walk us through the changes. The courses that are changed for the program are:
· The program rationale has changed 
· In the course descriptions they added the word ‘rationale’
· Counselling 222 is an existing course that was added to the program
· Counselling 585. The counseling program will be adding this course in February. They have not done that yet
· ***Change CNSL 585 to become an advisor approved counseling course. Sally recommended revising the program sheet to just say approved***
· SPED 527 Internship in the Inclusion and or transition services. New Course 
· SPED 541 Person Centered Planning – Change in course title
· Sally also mentioned that the *Asterix courses that will see down the road will be beneficial in OCP transition planning.
· Sheldon asked a space be put in SPED 527 to separate ‘andor’ 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Minute 9: Social work 
· Social work folks not available
· Postponed to the next round of curriculum submissions


Minute 10: TESOL  
· Mark said it will be discussed Wednesday and at grad and at full committee


The meeting was adjourned at 1: 20 p.m.


